Competitive Historical Era Festival

The purpose of the Competitive Historical Era Festival is to foster the understanding, study, and performance of music from the different eras of music history. 

1. All PPMTA General and Festival Standing Rules apply to this event. 

2. Teachers must submit their entries online at http://www.ppmta.org/student-activities.html no later than 7 PM January 29, 2018. Mail entry fees (one check) and the signed agreement forms to the chair: these must be received no later than 7 PM January 29, 2018. Entries will be honored ONLY when the check and agreement forms have been received in addition to the online submittal. Teachers will receive their student schedules, work assignments, as well as Notification of Winners by email. 

3. Students will perform two memorized pieces from two different historical eras: Baroque, Classical, Romantic, Impressionistic, and Contemporary. A Composer/Period Classification List from MTNA is provided by using this link:  Composer Classification List.  The Committee will use this list for approving classification of literature. Any composer not listed must meet the approval of the Festival Committee. Please call a chair if you have questions regarding the classification of a composer. 

Only original music is allowed. Literature must be standard repertoire. Pop or rock tunes are not included. A movement of a sonata, suite, or the like, is considered one selection. A Theme and Variations must be performed in its entirety and is considered one selection. A Prelude and Fugue may be considered as one selection; or a Prelude as one selection; or a Fugue as one selection. 

Piano: There is no specific list of approved composers or compositions. 

Voice: Students and teachers should choose age-appropriate songs from material such as folk songs, art songs, Italian arias, or theater songs from legitimate music theater productions and musicals. No pop songs are allowed. Class IV students are strongly encouraged to sing one song in a foreign language. Students in Primer and Class I may enter with songs of contrasting styles from the same historical era. Teachers may accompany their students. Music must be provided for the vocal judge. 

Instrumentalists (strings, brass, and woodwinds): There is no specific list of approved composers or compositions. 

Student Ensembles: Consists of two or more student performers in any combination of disciplines such as piano or voice; duets/trios/quartets; keyboard ensembles; and instrumentalists. Teachers may accompany their students, but only student accompanists will be adjudicated as part of the ensemble. Memorization is not required. 

4. All entrants and accompanists must abide by the Federal Copyright Law. Photocopies are strongly discouraged. Entrants and accompanists using photocopies or PDFs downloaded from the Internet may be asked to complete the Music Release Form verifying that they have permission to use this music. Detailed information about the Copyright Law is available at www.mtna.org. The Music Release Form is available at http://www.ppmta.org/Activities.html. Then go to Festival Chair Information/Forms near the bottom of the page. Click on #4 – Music Release Form. 

5. Students will be grouped in the following age levels for the competition based on their age as of the entry deadline. Ensemble Classes will be determined based on the age of the oldest student member of the group. Please note performance time limits: Class – Primer through age 8 6 minutes Class – 1 Ages 9 – 11 8 minutes Class – 2 Ages 12 – 13 10 minutes Class – 3 Ages 14 – 15 13 minutes Class – 4 Ages 16 – 19 15 minutes 

6. Auditions will be open to students and parents of participants where space permits. Each student will receive a written evaluation and a certificate of participation. Judges will be instructed to give a rating of: Highly Superior; Superior; Excellent; or Good. 

7. The Festival Committee will select students for placement in audition categories by a random method using the computer. Special requests are discouraged. There is no guarantee that special requests can be honored. Every effort will be made to place siblings in different audition groups. Winning siblings might not perform in the same Winner’s Recital. 

8. The judges may choose up to and no more than three winners and two honorable mentions in each class. Festival Committee members will notify teachers of their students’ results on Saturday evening by email. Each teacher is responsible for notifying their winning students of their selection, and the time and place of the Winner’s Recital. 

9. Several Winners Recitals will be held Sunday afternoon. Each winner must be available to perform one of their pieces in the assigned recital or they will be disqualified. The judges select the piece the winners will perform. Winners and Honorable Mentions will receive trophies. Only winners will perform in the Winners Recitals, but Honorable Mentions are encouraged to attend the recital to receive their awards. 

10. No student may repeat his or her performance of a given piece in subsequent years. The teacher is responsible for enforcing this rule. Teachers should be present at their students’ recital(s). All PPMTA Standing Rules apply!

